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Louie Louie Trivia
• One of the great party rock anthems of all time
• Originally composed by Richard Berry in 1955 and recorded by his band, The Pharoahs
• With the exception of The Beatles’ “Yesterday,” it has been covered more times than any other 

pop song in history
• The Kingsmen had the most famous version which reached number two on the pop charts in 

1963
• The original version contained only three chords
• Was the subject of a 1965 FBI investigation regarding whether its lyrics were obscene. The FBI 

concluded that they “were unable to interpret any of the lyrics."
• Was banned at one time in the state of Indiana
• Ranked number 55 in “The 500 Greatest Songs of All Time” - Rolling Stone magazine.
• Frank Zappa was so enamored with it that he quoted it in many of his compositions throughout 

his lifetime.
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